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While I did not apply for student loans or scholarships as
an international student, my savings and student job help
me through university. There are several funding options
available to international and home students, but I found
out later in my university preparation process what I could
apply for. 

I wish I knew that no amount of funding was too small
because it goes a long way to offset some costs like food
and transportation. Some options are not need-based, and I
always thought they were. 

There are also options that are advertised every semester
for specific reasons, like those from financial institutions
that support your studies. To make the application process
easier, gathering information and starting earlier gives you
a better chance at getting the funding you need. Also,
speaking to the student finance team can be a great start
for when you have questions.

What’s one thing you wish you
knew before applying to
student finance, and do you
have any tips for making the
pr0cess easier?



how do you make your student
loan last across the year, and are
there any opportunities to
increase your financial income at
uni?

Budgeting and allocating funds towards specific
monthly needs is how I manage my finances. I keep
rent, transportation, food, or university fees in
separate pots on my banking apps until I need
them. 

One way to increase your income at university is to
get a job. Some people have two or more jobs that
they use to finance different aspects of university
life. 

It is also important for those who have to finance
their education on their own. There are student
jobs available within the university that are
advertised every now and then. I am currently a
FutureMe and NERAP partnership associate, and I
get paid monthly for any shifts taken. 
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My simple rule is to save the larger portion on
every pay cheque and use the rest for everyday
or weekly essentials. 

For example, if I earn £55, £50 goes to my
savings and £5.00 to my current account where it
is more accessible.

tell us one money-saving
habit or hack that you
couldn’t live without!
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A lot of stores and services offer student
discounts like Unidays and Student Beans. 

These are great options for food, clothing,
gadgets, home, travel and so many other things
where you will find all the discounted deals from
your favourite shops. 

Booking for services in advance is also a great
way to save money because the amount paid on
same day bookings are usually higher.

are there any other ways
to save money, like using
unidays, etc?
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