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I think one thing I wish I had known about student
finance was that it’s quite a long process. It’s not
just about submitting the application, parents
also have to submit information and quite a few
documents need to be included.
 
That’s why I’d definitely recommend to every
student applying for student finance to submit it
early. Submit it way before your exams so that
you don’t have to worry about it. 

The last thing you want is your student finance to
have been delayed or rejected because of
missing documents. Just submit it early, get it out
of the way so that it’s all done by the time you
start university. 

What’s one thing you wish you
knew before applying to
student finance, and do you
have any tips for making the
pr0cess easier?



how do you make your student
loan last across the year, and are
there any opportunities to
increase your financial income at
uni?

I think it’s very easy for a lot of students to see so
much money enter their bank account and start
recklessly spending it, which is why it’s so
important you make a budget. Set a weekly budget
for your food shop, and make sure you stick to it.
Treat yourself but within reason. What I would
recommend to any student is to get a part time job. 

There are so many opportunities available to you;
your university should advertise plenty of options
and look for any positions in shops or restaurants
near you. It’s not just useful to have another
source of income but it’ll also look really good on
your CV and teach you quite a few life skills. 
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Honestly, this isn’t really a hack but shopping at Lidl
over Tesco or Sainsbury’s. Not only is it
significantly cheaper but Lidl also has a plus card
which can get you so many discounts and even free
items now and then! If you have a Lidl, or even an
Aldi which is just as cheap, I would definitely
recommend doing a grocery shop there because it
is definitely the cheapest option. 

Another thing is using Vinted, a second-hand
clothes app where you can both buy and sell
clothes for insanely cheap. Instead of buying things
at fast-fashion, expensive brands, I would definitely
recommend using Vinted not only to get clothes for
much cheaper but also to promote reusing and
recycling! The quality is still excellent and you can
find so much more unique things. 

tell us one money-saving
habit or hack that you
couldn’t live without!
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Yes, Unidays and Student Beans are the best
apps for students because there are so many
discounts for almost every brand. Before buying
anything online or in person, such as at
Superdrug or TrainPal, always check these two
apps before because they are very likely to
have discounts. 

And not just these apps, but many restaurants
and shops offer around 10-20% student
discount so take advantage of that! Use that ID
card and save some money. Also get a 16-25
railcard! Especially if you don’t live at home and
plan on taking the train often, it saves you so
much money and you get ⅓ off all tickets for
just £35 a year. A lifesaver honestly. 

are there any other ways
to save money, like using
unidays, etc?
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